Educational Objectives: Polite, Courteous Students: Students Who Think and Study on Their Own; Healthy and Strong Students
Important Objective - Using what one has learned and solving problems

2014 School Newsletter [ “Karakusa”
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]
For a school where each student shines and is overflowing with %Ihe energy to vigorously advance.
~ Greetings are a bond of the heart. We polish our hearts through greetings. ~

Minamisoma City Haramachi Second Junior High School, Ryoe Watanabe

[ A New Start in the New “Year of the Lamb | ]

HaItg]i)y New Year’ s. How was your child during vacation? I think they were able to have a
fulfi linlg break by participating in club activities, helping out around the house, and reviewing

materia

said things like

illness.

from the second semester. At the opening ceremony for the third semester, the students
showed off their energy, and their enthusiasm for growing themselves further was heard as they
“This year I want to try my hardest in - ¢ ”
truly a new start. Also, the third semester is an important semester, as it is the conclusion of the
school year. I want them to grow in every regard, demonstrating the power that they have stored
up by winter vacation. Although it" s a season of continuing cold days, with the spread of colds
and the flu, I hope they will try their best, being full of energy and not losing to the cold or

and “This year I want to --+” It is

[ Taking After < (Sheep 1) and == (Sheep 1I)]

O “ZR” . One explanation is that it represents a
tree whose leaves haven’ t grown. It’ s a
common Chinese character used in words such as
A3k (future) and A% (unknown). From now
on, everyone can also think of it as representing
the potential for growth and development and the
extension of growth.

O “ZE” originates in beauty and nutritious
eating. The ancestors of the Tibetan people
held the sheep as their most important
livestock. As the meat from sheep was their
most important source of nutrition, by
combining ¥ (sheep) and £ (to eat), the
character # (cultivate) was formed. Also,
as the form of the sheep was said to be
gentle and dignified, by combining the
characters ¥ (sheep) and K (grand), the
character & (beauty) was formed. I want
everybody to, like a sheep, “ eat
nutritiously, firmly plant yourself in your
studies, and steadily absorb knowledge and
ways of thinking.” Then, “I want you to
beautifully polish your heart and make it a
year where you are able to keep your
affairs in order.”

[ Proper Eating Habits ]

At school, in order for the children to be able to live healthy
and lively lives, we are making school lunch centered around
“guidance concerning eating”
(D The Importance of Eating
Understanding the importance, joy, and fun of
eating.
@ The Health of Mind and Body
To preserve and advance the growth and health of
one’ s mind and body, have understanding of the
desirable way to eating and gaining nutrition,
and learn the ability to manage 1t yourself.
@ The Ability to Choose Food
Learn the ability to determine the quality and
safety of foodstuffs for oneself, with a basis in
correct knowledge and information.
@ A Grateful Heart
Possess a heart that values food and is grateful to
the people involved in its production.
(® Sociability
Learn eating manners and the ability to form
human relations through eating.
©® Food Culture
Understand each region’ s produce, the history
related to their food culture and eating, and
possess a heart that holds respect for it.
*Talk about this at home, too!

[ First Selection Period for Prefectural
Schools to Begin ]
From the end of last year, third

High

aders have been

[ I was Scolded Rather Hard, but Now I am Grateful

writing the drafts and final copies of their applications
and reasons for applying for the first period of selection
for prefectural high ‘schools. They have been more and
more worked on pre]i)_armg and organizing at school, and
will send off the applications on Tuesday, January 20.

In the first period of selection, between Tuesday,
February 3, and Wednesday the 4"1, there are schools that
finish in one day, as well as schools that take two days
to finish. Then, on Friday, February 6, after noon, a
presentation will be made at each high school of who
passed the first selection period. This year, many
examinees will attempt to get in a narrow gate.To the
extent that this could be magnified greatly depending on
the school, it is worried what kind of effect this will
have on the second selection period, which is scheduled
to be effected on Tuesday, March 10, and Wednesday
the 11™.I fervently hope everyone practices hard, based
on the contents of each high school’ s exam, on their
short essays and interview practice.

for lt.)

The number of children who don’ t know that
something that’ s wrong is wrong is increasing.

People who say “It’ s alright as long as I’ m
OK,” or “I’ m not going to follow the rules,” just
aren’ t trusted by other people. True love is really
scolding someone when they’ re mistaking and
correcting them right then and there.

Let’ s end the way of thinking that “It’ s OK,
so long as just my child is good”  (valuing just one’ s
child), and when you scold them, convey clearly what
they did wrong and why. Also, it’ s important to
maintain consistency in scolding while not being
swayed by feelings or emotions.

Then, parents should make sure to pay
attention that they’ re not violating any rules either.
This is also so the parents will continue to be respected
and trusted by their children.

Firmly scold wrong behaviors.
~From the home education handbook~
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