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Aiming to achieve of “independent and interactive deep learning”  The masks and handbags we received

Shinichiro Takano, Principal

The Courses of Study have been revised for the first time in ten years, and as we have reported
in previous newsletters, the “Three Qualities and Abilities” (1) knowledge and skills, (2) ability
to think, express, and judge, and (3) ability to move toward learning and humanity, etc.) that children
should acquire in order to nurture their “zest for life” have been indicated. Therefore, what we
teachers are now required to do is to improve the quality of our classes in order to achieve ”independent
and interactive deep learning”. However, this does not mean that we should deny the existing classes,
but rather that we should make the content of instruction that teachers have devised so far more
intentional and concrete by relating it to the “three qualities and abilities. Now, let’ s take a look
at some of the classes at our school...

First grade class activity

Although the class is small (only 5 students), the students are able to present their own opinions
with reasons for their proposals. In addition, as the topic was to write the lyrics for the class
song, they were able to make the students feel that they wanted to improve their class and school
life by themselves. When I visited the classroom during recess, the students presented their completed
class song. I was impressed by their expressions of pride and joy as they sang (self-affirmation as
the foundation of humanity).
bth Grade Integrated Study Time

The 5th graders focused on the robot industry in Minamisoma City (a unique feature of the region)
and observed a demonstration experiment of delivery using drones. A drone landing site has been set
up near our school (a school reality), and this observation study was based on these. When an automatic
drone approached from afar with a light buzzing sound of its wings, the children’ s interest was suddenly
heightened. When the drone landed safely, the children applauded. In the explanation and questions
that followed, opinions were expressed based on the issues facing the city, and questions were asked
with an eye to the future. (Deep learning through dialogue with people in the community and with oneself)
Second grade math

This time, we visited a classroom for a mutual observation class, a time for teachers and staff
to observe each other’ s classes and learn and reflect on teaching methods from each other’ s classes.
The class was learning about shapes in arithmetic. The students were learning how to combine six sheets
of square paper to make a shape that looks like a dice cut open (development diagram). The work of
actually manipulating the paper to make dice (arithmetic activity) was very effective in forming the
concept of shapes, and the children enjoyed learning about it. The children also learned that once
a shape is formed, there are many ways to explore other shapes. Afterwards, they presented and shared
their ideas on the electronic blackboard, leading to new discoveries (learning). Graduates received
Handbags and masks for the every children in our school. v i

We received the above donation from Ms. Tamiko Shibata, who lives in

the city. Every year, she donates these handmade items to our school. Ms.
Shibata’ s grandson graduated from our school, so she makes these masks
as a token of her appreciation. We will give them to the children
at a later date. Thank you very much for this heartfelt gift.



