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Thank you for 84 days!

Today, the closing ceremony of the second semester was held. 84 days, the longest second semester of the year, has

Shinichiro Takano, Principal

come to an end. I would like to express my gratitude once again for your deep understanding and cooperation for the
prevention of the new coronavirus infection during this period
Looking back over the past year..

Looking back on the past year, it seems that it has been all about coronas. It seems that the whole world was swept
up in the corona virus and the world changed drastically with the new way of life.

The temporary closure of all schools since March has never happened before. For last year’ s graduates and this year’ s
new students, the ceremony was a little sadder than usual. Then the temporary closure. The children just stayed home
and solved the assigned printouts. Although we checked out books from the school library, it was difficult to see
the connection with the school during this period. The children’ s voices and appearance disappeared at school, and
I had to work from home, which I was not used to. A school without children is very lonely, and I realized again that
the joy of school teachers and staff is the sight of children.

After that, even though the school day was shortened to 6 hours, we started our regular classes, savoring the joy
of learning with our friends at school and having our homeroom teachers teach us. Our efforts so far have been introduced
on our website, which can be found by searching for “Minamisoma City Education Portal”. Why don’t you take a look
back with your children?

Toward a New Era

This year has been a year of many challenges, but I think we have also been able to take on new challenges
For the Mini Sports Day, the children took more initiative than ever before, preparing, organizing, and performing
as their own field day, which gave us a great sense of fulfillment. The children have also begun to use the Internet
for home learning through the “e-Library”. Even within the school, research classes and today s closing ceremony were
conducted remotely using zoom and other methods. As the GIGA school concept is gaining momentum across this country,
schools are being equipped with high speed connections, and families are also setting up their own communication
environments. In the future, we can expect more and more home learning and various interactions using the Internet.
Not only new!

On the other hand, events such as the Mochi pounding festival could not be experienced without the cooperation
of many people in person, not on the Internet. Traditional events passed down from generation to generation are also
essential for children’ s growth. Through the discussion activities of the class meetings,
we have also learned how to build consensus while respecting the positions and ideas of
others. Discussions and events in which their opinions are incorporated are not only
important for the children, but also motivate them for their future school life. The photo

on the right shows the Mikoshi (portable shrine) that the 4th graders made after discussing

it inaclassmeeting. The important thing is not only to enjoy carrying the Mikoshi together,
but also to have the successful experience of having discussed and created the Mikoshi by themselves

Please take a look at the notification slip that was handed out today with your children and discuss with them what
they did well in the second semester, what they want to do well in the third semester, and how they will be involved
in their family’s New Year’ s celebration.

I look forward to seeing all of you at the opening ceremony on Friday, January 8, to start the third semester in

good spirits. Have a Happy New Year!



