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Minami—soma City Kamimano Elementary School Newsletter, No. 11 September 3, 2021

KAMImMaNO 2021

Just in case.
September 1st was Disaster Prevention Day.

Shinichiro Takano, Principal

e T —

Our school has been working on disaster prevention education throughout the year, but we never know
when a disaster will strike. Earthquakes, of course, are a concern, as is heavy rainfall associated
with an autumn rain front. Yesterday s school lunch was “Heatless Curry”, a retort curry that can
be enjoyed without heating. I have been hearing the term “rolling stock” a lot lately. It is said
to be the practice of updating food reserves in the home by gradually using them in daily life. Why
don’ t you discuss and confirm with your children what to do in case of emergency at home?
Preparing for school closure in case of emergency

The spread of the new coronavirus is not stopping. I'm sure you have heard in the media that the
mutated strains can also infect children. In order to prevent the spread of the virus, our school
may have to be closed. So, in case the school is closed, we have been taking home tablets since last
week. The assignments are developmentally appropriate for each grade level, and we encourage you to
take advantage of the weekend to work on the tablets with your children. When school is closed, we
would like to create an environment where we can connect school and home remotely for morning health
observations and remote classes.

If the communication situation at home is not good, please contact the classroom teacher. Thank you
for your understanding and cooperation in the use of ICT devices.
On the other hand...

Yesterday, the results of the National Assessment of Educational Progress (for current 6th graders)
were released. As a characteristic of Fukushima Prefecture as a whole, 76% of the students spend more
than one hour playing games (TV, PC, smartphone, etc.) on weekdays, and 11% spend four hours or more.
In addition, in the questionnaire survey of Fukushima Prefecture’ s own academic achievement survey
(for current 4th—-6th graders), the percentage of children who answered that they spend more than 3
hours a day using a PC or tablet was (Fukushima Prefecture: 14%, Minamisoma City: 19%, our school:
44%). This means that our school spends much more time on the Internet than the city average.

As the GIGA school concept is being promoted, it is necessary to improve children’ s ICT literacy.
What is important is whether children have a set of rules when they use the Internet and games at
home. Discussing with your children about the time of day they use the Internet, how long they use
it, filtering, etc., and setting “our rules” for their use will lead to appropriate use. We have also
distributed the results of the survey conducted by the Fukushima Prefecture Principals’ Association
for your reference.

| would like to introduce the "Healthy Youth Development Slogan"

“Kindness is full of smile and friends” (Yuto Abe, 1lst grade)

“Greetings are the best medicine for a good smile” (2nd grade, Mikoh Nagabayashi)

“Good morning and happy greetings every day” (Kenta Saito, 3rd grade)

“I’m glad I have a friend who supports me” (Shiho Kobayashi, 4th grade)

“Are you okay? Let me hear your heart.” (Takuya Fushimi, 5th grade)

“A relieving morning greeting, everyone is together” (Honoka Saito, 6th grade)
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